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P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R O F I L E  
 
I persistently weave data, records and research into a compelling narrative designed to pull readers and viewers in. My 
award-winning investigative data work has led to changes in laws and policies, exposed an international human trafficking 
ring, inspired the American Civil Liberties Union to sue Denver Police and win $3.76 million, prompted a Congressional 
inquiry, and compelled a sheriff’s office to fire a troublesome deputy.  
 
 
W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E
 
FREELANCE INVESTIGATIVE DATA JOURNALIST ZackNewsman, LLC / International / 2023-Present
I regularly conduct investigative data work for either my own projects or as a resource on collaborative projects.   

• Leverage data analytics, records requests and sourcing to produce compelling investigative watchdog 
journalism for news organizations including the Colorado Sun, The Local, Collective Colorado, BusinessDesk, 
Colorado Public Radio, and The Denver Gazette. 

• Merge qualitative and quantitative data techniques for analysis in R and SQL.  
• Editor and researcher for The Conversation’s local news initiative. I work with scholars across the country to 

synthesize complex academic research into accessible articles with thousands of views – including two of their 
most-read stories. 

• Conduct robust analysis in R to map and visualize findings for The Colorado Sun and BusinessDesk. 
• Chosen by a panel of veteran investigators to receive a seed grant from the Fund for Investigative Journalism 

to dig into first responders in Colorado. 
• Recurring contributor of data analysis and writing to Stacker, a wire service that distributes data journalism 

to a nationwide network of publishing partners.  
• Teach students at Columbia University, Colorado College and Fairfield University data journalism principles. 

 
INVESTIGATIVE DATA PRODUCER 9NEWS (KUSA-TV) / Colorado / 2019-2023 
Acted as an off-air reporter working independently or in concert with other members of iconic investigative unit 9Wants To 
Know. I did complex data analysis, fought government agencies for open records, built sources, wrote for audiences on 
various platforms and executed comprehensive undercover investigations. 

• Pushed data analysis skills in R, SQL, Excel, Flourish, ArcGIS and Google Sheets to analyze and visualize data 
obtained through open records requests.  

• Winner of a 2022 Heartland Regional Emmy for my data analysis and reporting that identified nursing homes 
that were both paid and punished for doing both a good and bad job during the pandemic. 

• Winner of national 2020 Edward R. Murrow Award for data reporting on “A Vivitrol ‘Success’ Story.” 
• Taught data journalism to professionals and students through sessions hosted by Investigative Reporters and 

Editors, The Colorado Sun and the Colorado Broadcasters Association. 
 

INVESTIGATIVE FIELD PRODUCER Sky Blossom / Nationwide / 2018-2020 
I reported from Alaska to Hawaii on this non-profit documentary about military caregivers. I handled logistics, filed records 
requests and ensured the success of shoots across the country.  

• The documentary is streaming on Peacock, a NBCUniversal platform, and debuted in the Kennedy Center. 
• Built sources within veteran communities. 
• Requested and managed Freedom of Information Act requests with numerous government entities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/zacknewman/
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/denver-city-council-passes-massage-regulation-designed-to-stop-human-trafficking/73-ddd5180c-68f6-4587-8028-18dd82e8ce10#:~:text=The%20Denver%20City%20Council%20unanimously,being%20shut%20down%20in%20Aurora.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/bill-prevent-foster-children-runaways-improve-mental-health/73-3154b295-b004-4610-9b16-4b56334aea05
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/gov-polis-calls-for-expansion-of-red-flag-law/73-48f297f9-f5c1-4ef5-848b-c72bf452460c
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/massage-parlors-organized-crime/73-e58a9a83-98cb-4fc3-80d3-2646e76fb669
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/massage-parlors-organized-crime/73-e58a9a83-98cb-4fc3-80d3-2646e76fb669
https://www.9news.com/article/news/special-reports/9news-originals/denver-police-sued-montbello-search/73-9a458f10-75bb-435b-85ae-33263a43331e
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/denver-lawsuit-awarded-damages-swat-raid-home-montbello/73-94cd5298-7c5f-4e2c-a1dd-8ee37e304375
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/ken-buck-nursing-home-spending/73-320a9ddf-7e7f-492d-b593-7d6722d1c8b4
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/ken-buck-nursing-home-spending/73-320a9ddf-7e7f-492d-b593-7d6722d1c8b4
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/gilpin-county-deputy-fired-use-force-body-camera-footage/73-9b8b906a-b9f6-4534-8451-f7893173a5c0
https://coloradosun.com/2025/12/03/colorado-burglary-data-lakewood-musician/
https://youtu.be/G71bAyIkRAc
https://collective.coloradotrust.org/stories/thousands-of-coloradans-could-lose-medicaid-if-federal-spending-bill-passes/
https://67f1a7a6-1855-4de0-b074-3555b093079f.usrfiles.com/ugd/67f1a7_0db4a58e5d9a4a99bd6d1dd811100ee3.pdf
https://www.cpr.org/2024/05/15/has-colorados-law-to-crack-down-on-dishonest-law-enforcement-officers-worked/
https://67f1a7a6-1855-4de0-b074-3555b093079f.usrfiles.com/ugd/67f1a7_47df0df53697405590db3e6c6e9d8397.pdf
https://theconversation.com/pb/us/local
https://theconversation.com/how-to-poop-outdoors-in-a-way-that-wont-harm-the-environment-and-other-hikers-262426
https://theconversation.com/detroits-gordie-howe-bridge-is-poised-to-open-as-truck-traffic-between-us-canada-slows-low-income-residents-are-deciding-whether-to-stay-or-go-260280
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/activity-7436919915397357568-9_9X?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAsTvqkBfBfVA85Zu32vDp36JEMAsKobmrY
https://www.zackrnewman.com/_files/ugd/67f1a7_d204109e05b74b1db63446ab87e905d7.pdf
https://fij.org/about-fij/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/business/article299452244.html
https://stacker.com/editorial-standards
https://youtu.be/XNjdRNNgx8E?si=QxZaYjLnCzmOHgO5
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/colorado-nursing-homes-covid-outbreaks-fines/73-28649132-34c6-44da-ba65-30e32b20ac14
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/medical-cost/colorado-taxpayers-paying-millions-for-opioid-addiction-treatment-that-costs-up-to-1300-a-shot/73-43a5166c-a222-41d2-bb89-2b0a8a1e1fb9?fbclid=IwAR0cfdn2uclRionjBZVWtE9pVg7EtjYdDt_OEeRk0-E5P23xLP3tjrXw6Qk
https://www.peacocktv.com/watch/asset/movies/documentary/sky-blossom/a3f0d3c4-ffa8-37b0-8728-023e8a76e1b8


 
ANCHOR PRODUCER AND DIGITAL PRODUCER MSNBC LIVE / New York / 2018-2019 
I was a trusted resource for anchors and correspondents through MSNBC and NBC News. I was known as a reliable, thorough 
and tenacious researcher that added depth to broadcasts.  

• Fact-checked statistics and produced various deep-dive segments.  
• Contributed research for MSNBC Legal Unit digital and broadcast pieces.  

 
INVESTIGATIVE FELLOW ABC NEWS / New York / 2017-2018 
I was a dogged and trusted analyst supporting the investigative unit in quick and long-term ventures. This included finding 
possible sources, field work and research to add depth in our pieces. 

• Built complex data sets using FOIA requests. An investigation on ankle bracelets embraced these skills and 
aired on the newsmagazine program “20/20.” 

• Employed editorial skills and knowledge of public documents to compile deep-dive         and quick-turn research 
packets used on air. 

 
INVESTIGATIVE AND GENERAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTER KOMU-TV / Missouri / 2013-2016 
I cut my reporting teeth doing day-turns and enterprise pieces on everything from transportation to politics. This is where I 
learned to be relentless but that I can also catch more flies with honey than vinegar. And – interviews about one topic may 
actually lead to other follow-ups. 

• Utilized computer assisted reporting tools to assemble long-form investigations.  
• Worked collaboratively to contribute reporting and data components to other investigations in the unit. 
• One-man-band responsible for video capture, editing using Avid and writing web stories/television scripts. 

 
 
 
E D U C A T I O N  
 
Bachelor of Journalism University of Missouri / 2013-2017 
 
 
 
S K I L L S  
 
Data analysis  R SQL Investigative reporting 
Data visualization DataWrapper Flourish Mapping 
Public records requests Web scraping Writing Field producing 
AI tools to maximize efficiency, like Google Gemini and Pinpoint. API’s 
Court document research with Nexis and PACER. ArcGIS Database design 
 
 
A W A R D S  
 
2024 Business Feature award from the New Zealand Shareholders Association of Business Journalism    
2022 Heartland Regional Emmy.  2020 National Murrow.  2016 Sigma Delta Chi. 
Nominated for 10 regional Emmys for investigative data work.  
 
A C T I V I T I E S  
 
Mentoring for Report for America and Investigative Reporters and Editors, 2020 – Present.  
Improv performer for ThirdKind Improv, 2019 – 2023. 
Eagle Scout, Boy Scouts of America. 

https://youtu.be/cCy51PquaWg?si=nP6OFjfzf2hP7SV4
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/proskauer-law-firm-known-handling-high-profile-sex-harassment-cases-n874411
https://youtu.be/NDSXsEQ87Fg?si=qcFZl7IO3Zsygcvf

